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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Remarks /Arguments filed on 08/08/2006 have been received. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayka (US 
Patent No. 5,688,118) in view of Hon (US Patent No. 4,360,345) and Neustadter (US Patent No. 
4,902,232). 

Re Claim 1: Hayka discloses a personal dental education kit for teaching new and advanced 
dental preparation and restorative procedures comprising audiovisual demonstration materials 
showing an actual dentition problem, procedures for preparation of the dentition and procedures for 
the dentition restoration (Col. 12, Lines 10-17, 63-64) and a dental model of the problem dentition 
for the preparation and restorative procedures (Fig. 3). Hayka additionally teaches the education kit 
including dental instruments for creating cavities (Col. 8, Lines 37-45) and that the kit comprises 
selectable parameters for simulating cavity fillings (Col. 12, Table 1). 

However, Hayka does not specifically disclose the kit including a hard copy of printed 
instructions on how to use the kit and steps to accomplish discipline in the advanced dental 
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procedure, a dental filling material for the restorative procedure on the prepared dentition, and 
dental instruments for placement control and shaping of the dental filling material in the restorative 
procedure. 

Hon teaches an interactive medical education kit for teaching medical procedures, 
comprising a printer to print out directions (Col. 7, Lines 61-63). 

Neustadter teaches a dental training model that dental students may perform dental skills 
such as drilling teeth and filling cavities (Col. 1, Lines 23-24). In a system where students are 
performing the skill of filling cavities of a dental training model, it is inherent of the system to 
comprise dental filling material and instruments for filling the cavity. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the demonstration materials in the form of hard copy instructions in order to 
provide instructions for a student. It would have been obvious to include filling material and 
instruments for the restorative dental procedures so that the student who is practicing on the dental 
model can practice filling the cavity as well as preparing the cavity in Hayka. 

Re Claims 2 and 6: Hayka, as modified by Winstead et al., teach the limitations of claim 1 as 
discussed above. 

Hayka additionally discloses the apparatus further comprising a self-evaluation test (Col. 13, 
lines 5-7). Hayka does not specifically disclose that the test is for fulfilling licensure and academic 
standing. 

However, it has been discussed in the previous office action, dated 04/04/2006, that the 
feature of providing a test for the purpose of licensure and academic standing is old and well known 
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in the art. The official notice of the well known feature was not traversed and is taken to be admitted 
prior art. 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a test for the purpose of purpose of licensure and academic standing in order 
to enforce minimum standards required in medical procedures. 

Re Claims 3 and 7: Hayka additionally discloses the audiovisual demonstration materials are 
pictures, illustrations, and audio (Col. 12, Lines 10-17, 63-65). 

Re Claims 4-5 and 8-9: Hayka additionally discloses a second model of prepared dentition 
and a third model of restored dentition (Col. 12, Lines 10-30, 61-63). 

Re Claim 10: Hayka, as modified by Hon and Neustadter, teach the personal dental 
education kit as discussed above and described in the claim, lines 1-4. 

Hayka discloses a method comprising intermittently watching audiovisual materials in steps 
(Col. 12, Lines 63-65), performing the preparation procedure step on the dental model (Col. 12, 
Lines 54-56), and taking a self evaluation test (Col. 13, Lines 4-7). (See also Col. 12, Line 10-Col. 13, 
Line 15). 

However, Hayka does not specifically disclose reviewing printed instructions or performing 
a restoration procedure step on the prepared dental model. 

Hon teaches printing out instructions for the student (Col. 7, Lines 61-63). 

Neustadter teaches performing the restoration procedure on the prepared dental model (Col. 
1, Lines 23-24). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to review printed instructions so that the user is correctly using the dental kit and correctly 
performing the procedures, and to perform the restoration procedure step on the prepared dental 
model, thereby providing the user practice and procedural techniques in the restorative procedure. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see pages 2-3, filed 08/08/2006, with respect to the rejection^) of 
claims 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is 
made in view of Hayka (US Patent No. 5,688,118), Hon (US Patent No. 4,360,345), and Neustadter 
(US Patent No. 4,902,232). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hoye (USPN 5,232,370) discloses a dental teaching apparatus including dental filling material 
and dental instruments for using the dental filling material. 
- Winstead et al. (USPN 6,206,192) teach a restorative dental kit including hard copy 
instructions, dental filling material, and dental instruments for use with the dental filling 
material. 
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6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Victor Cheung whose telephone number is (571) 270-1349. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thurs, 8-4:30, and every other Fri, 8-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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